
 
 

SLAVYANKA RUSSIAN CHORUS 

AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR IRINA SHACHNEVA ANNOUNCE SECOND 

SAN FRANCISCO FESTIVAL OF RUSSIAN CHORAL MUSIC 

OCTOBER 15-22, 2017 

   
Highlights Include Three West Coast Premieres by Sergei Taneyev Featuring Choral Cantata 

Ioann Damaskin (John Damascus); Festival Chorus and Orchestra Led by Irina Shachneva & 

Guest Conductor Eric Kujawsky; Soloists Countertenor Andrey Nemzer, Soprano Elena 

Stepanova-Gurevich, and Pianist Donna Stoering; Folk Ensembles PAVA, KITKA, Kostroma 

and ISKRA; and Church Choirs From Across the Bay Area. 

 

San Francisco, CA – September 18, 2017 – Slavyanka 
Russian Chorus and Artistic Director Irina Shachneva 
today announced the second Festival of Russian Choral 
Music with performances on October 15, 20 and 22 
throughout the Bay Area. Shining a light on the lesser-
known choral masterworks of Russian music’s “Silver 
Age” (late 19th and early 20th centuries), the festival will 
include three West Coast Premieres of works by Sergei 
Taneyev -- his monumental choral cantata Ioann 
Damaskin (John Damascus), Op. 1, and choral composition Sunrise performed by the Festival Chorus 
and Orchestra with Irina Schachneva conducting, and the aria from his last cantata At the Reading of 
the Psalm featuring the Festival Orchestra and guest conductor Eric Kujawsky, Founder & Music 
Director of Redwood Symphony. Internationally acclaimed Russian countertenor Andrej Nemzer 
teams up with Elena Stepanova-Gurevich (soprano) and Donna Stoering (piano) for a showcase of 
works for voice and piano by Tchaikovsky, Taneyev and Rachmaninoff. Nine choral groups from the 
Bay Area and beyond will present a vast selection of Russian folk songs, and sacred music. These 
groups include the Festival Chorus of nearly 100 voices; Slavyanka Chorus; women’s folk ensembles 
PAVA, KITKA, Kostroma and ISKRA; and three Bay Area Russian church choirs -- the choir of 
Church of All Russian Saints (Burlingame), Holy Virgin Cathedral Pontifical Choir (San Francisco), 
and the choir of St. Lawrence Orthodox Christian Church (Santa Cruz). 



A driving force behind the exploration and presentation of Russian music and 
culture in the Western world, Artistic Director Irina Shachneva originally 
launched the International Rachmaninoff Music Festival in Boston in 2010. In 
2011, she moved to the Bay Area and took the helm at Slavyanka Chorus with 
the goal of introducing audiences to the Russian choral tradition. Under her 
musical leadership, Slavyanka launched its inaugural festival in August 2014, 
drawing an audience of over 1500 Bay Area listeners. In addition to its work 
here in the United States, Slavyanka Chorus was also honored in 2016 as the 
only American choir invited to perform in the 150th anniversary celebration of 
Moscow’s historic Tchaikovsky Conservatory. 
  

“There is a treasure trove of extraordinary music within the Russian choral tradition, and much of it is 
still relatively unknown and unexplored in the Western world,” said Ms. Shachneva. “We are honored 
to present the West Coast Premiere of the masterwork Ioann Damaskin by Sergei Taneyev, who, 
despite being perhaps one of the greatest composers of his generation and a major influence on his 
students such as Rachmaninoff, Scriabin and Chesnokov, has received far less attention outside of 
Russia. We look forward to welcoming many esteemed artists and ensembles to our festival, and 
together sharing this vast, rich culture with Bay Area audiences.” 
  
The festival opens on Sunday, October 15, 4 p.m. at St. Mark’s Church, Berkeley with a selection of 
spiritual songs and folk songs from the ancient Russian folk tradition, one of the great wellsprings for 
later Silver Age Russian composers. Bringing a wealth of historical performance practice and 
experience, four women’s folk ensembles will perform, including local Bay Area groups KITKA, 
Kostroma and ISKRA, and Seattle-based PAVA. KITKA (Oakland), hailed by the Los Angeles Times 
for their “accuracy and flair,” is an all-women American ensemble inspired by the music of Eastern 
Europe. Now approaching its 40th season, KITKA tours frequently 
bringing Balkan, Slavic and Caucasian vocal traditions to audiences 
throughout the world. 
  
Originally founded in Denmark in 2000, PAVA is now based in 
Seattle and is respected worldwide for their authentic style in the 
performance of Russian folk songs. A slew of accolades include a 
nomination for “The World Album of the Year” at the Danish World 
Awards (2005) and multiple high-profile, international appearances 
including Zeriab, the first postwar international music festival in Baghdad, Iraq. 
  
Recently founded in February 2017 by Serbian vocal enthusiasts, ISKRA Ethno Vocal Group (San 
Jose) focuses on Balkan and Slavic folk music with a particular emphasis on the Serbian tradition. 
  
Completing the evening’s program will be Kostroma, part of the Bay Area non-profit organization 
House Kedry (Cedars) which supports linguistic and artistic traditions in households where Russian 
language is a part of family culture. 
  
The festival continues on Friday, October 20, 8 p.m. at Star of the Sea Church, San Francisco with a 
performance that explores the remarkable thousand-year old tradition of Russian sacred music. 
Particular focus will be given to the great composers of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, known in 
Russia as the “Silver Age” for its influence on the more widely known titans of Russian music such as 
Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff. In addition to the Slavyanka Chorus, the performance will feature 
three choirs from Bay Area churches: Church of All Russian Saints Choir led by Director Andrei 
Roudenko (Burlingame), Holy Virgin Cathedral Pontifical Choir led by Director Vladimir Krassovsky 
(San Francisco), and the choir of St. Lawrence Orthodox Christian Church (Santa Cruz), led by Music 
Directors Anne Schoepp and Alice Hughes. Among a robust offering of works are selections from 
Rachmaninoff’s All Night Vigil and Tchaikovsky’s Liturgy, multiple works by Pavel Chesnokov from 



his Liturgy and Easter Service, Taneyev’s The Wise Thief as well as various sacred works by Russian 
composers Lvovsky, Grechaninov, Kastalsky and Nikolsky. 
  
The festival concludes on Sunday, October 22, 4 p.m. at Mission Dolores Basilica, San Francisco 
with choral works by four composers from the “Silver Age”, in particular the music of Sergei 
Taneyev, and features three West Coast Premieres of his work. Widely considered as “Russia’s Bach” 
and one of Russia’s most prolific and influential composers, Taneyev was largely overshadowed by 
the achievements of his teacher (Tchaikovsky) and his students (Rachmaninoff and Chesnokov) 
despite his huge compositional output and direct influence on Russian music. 
  

Slavyanka Chorus will open this concert with a selection of sacred works by 
Tchaikovsky and Chesnokov, and two secular pieces by Taneyev. Praised by Opera 
News as “spectacular,” countertenor Andrej Nemzer will perform as soloist in 
chamber vocal works for voice and piano by Tchaikovsky, Taneyev and 
Rachmaninoff. Metropolitan Opera National Council winner (2012) Nemzer will be 
joined by a team of acclaimed performers including Slavyanka Chorus soprano 
soloist Elena Stepanova-Gurevich and pianist Donna Stoering. Nemzer and the 
Festival Orchestra will also perform the aria from cantata At the Reading of the 
Psalm led by guest conductor Eric Kujawsky, founder and Music Director of 
Redwood Symphony. 

  
The major masterwork on this concluding festival program will be the West Coast Premiere of 
Taneyev’s monumental and rarely-heard choral cantata Ioann Damaskin, performed by the Festival 
Chorus and Orchestra and conducted by Irina Shachneva. The concert ends with another West Coast 
Premiere, Sunrise one of Taneyev’s 40 works for a cappella chorus. With authentic Russian bells and 
new orchestration by Slavyanka composer-in-residence Bettina Gray, this concluding piece is a 
rousing celebration of life and joy. 
  
Single tickets range in price from $20 to $30 and are on sale through http://www.slavyankachorus.org. 
Discounted $15 and $20 single tickets are available for students with a valid ID. Free admission for 
children under 12 years of age. 
  
For further information on Slavyanka Chorus and the Festival of Russian Choral Music, please visit 
http://www.slavyankachorus.org. Media contacts are listed at the end of the release. 
   
CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE: 

  

SAN FRANCISCO RUSSIAN CHORAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 

OCTOBER 15TH – 22ND 

  

“Russian Roots” 

Sunday, October 15, 2017, 4 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Church, 2300 Bancroft Way, Berkeley 

  

PERFORMERS: 

Kostroma 

ISKRA 



KITKA 

PAVA 

    

PROGRAM: 

  

Spiritual songs and folk songs from Russia’s ancient folk tradition. 

  

General admission is priced at $25 with discounted $20 tickets available for students with a valid ID. 

Free admission for children under the age of 12. Tickets are available for purchase through the 

Slavyanka Chorus website: http://www.slavyankachorus.org  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

“Reaching Toward Heaven” 

Friday, October 20, 2017, 8 p.m. 

Star of the Sea Church, 4420 Geary Boulevard, San Francisco 

  

PERFORMERS: 

Slavyanka Chorus 

            Irina Shachneva, Artistic Director 

Church of All Russian Saints Choir, Burlingame 

           Andrei Roudenko, Music Director 

Holy Virgin Cathedral Pontifical Choir, San Francisco 

            Vladimir Krassovsky, Music Director 

The Choir of St. Lawrence Orthodox Christian Church, Santa Cruz 

           Anne Schoepp and Alice Hughes, Music Directors 

  

PROGRAM: 

P. Chesnokov: The Pre-Eternal Counsel 

P. Chesnokov: Selections from Liturgy, Op. 9 

A. Taneyev: The Wise Thief 

            Slavyanka Chorus 

            Irina Shachneva, Artistic Director 

  

P. Tchaikovsky: It is worthy to praise, from Liturgy, Op. 41 

S. Taneyev: Rejoice, righteous ones 

S. Rachmaninoff: Lesser Doxology from All-Night Vigil, Op. 37 



P. Chesnokov: Glory to God, Nativity Gospel Stikhira 

P. Chesnokov: Before the morning from Easter “Hours” service 

            Church of All Russian Saints Choir 

            Andrei Roudenko, Music Director 

   
А. Nikolsky: Verses from Psalm 26  

А. Kastalsky: The Song of Simeon the God-Preacher       

P. Chesnokov: Prayer to Virgin Mary 

A. Grechaninov: Only Begotten Son 

           Holy Virgin Cathedral Pontifical Choir 

           Vladimir Krassovsky, Music Director 

 

P. Chesnokov: O Victorious Leader 

S. Rachmaninoff: Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos 

G. Lvovsky: Cherubic Hymn 

D. Bortniansky: This is the day the Lord made  

           The Choir of St. Lawrence Orthodox Christian Church 

           Anne Schoepp & Alice Hughes, Music Directors 

  

General admission is priced at $20 with discounted $15 tickets available for students with a valid ID. 

Free admission for children under the age of 12. Tickets are available for purchase through the 

Slavyanka Chorus website: http://www.slavyankachorus.org 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

“Russia’s Bach” 

Sunday, October 22, 2017, 4 p.m. 

Mission Dolores Basilica, 3321 16th Street, San Francisco 

   

PERFORMERS: 

Slavyanka Russian Chorus 

            Irina Shachneva, Artistic Director  

Andrej Nemzer, countertenor 

Elena Stepanova-Gurevich, soprano 

Donna Stoering, piano  

Russian Festival Chorus & Orchestra 

              Irina Shachneva, conductor 



              Eric Kujawsky, guest conductor 

  

PROGRAM: 

P. Tchaikovsky: Praise the Lord from Heaven from Psalm 149 

P. Chesnokov: The Angel Cried out to the Blessed One 

S. Taneyev: The Evening 

S. Taneyev: Serenade            

            Slavyanka Chorus 

            Irina Shachneva, conductor 

  

P. Tchaikovsky: Two Romances 

S. Rachmaninoff: Two Romances 

S. Taneyev: Two Duets 

S. Taneyev: Vakhic Song 

M. Glinka: Ratmir’s Aria from Ruslan and Ludmilla 

            Andrey Nemzer, countertenor 

            Elena Stepanova-Gurevich, soprano             

            Donna Stoering, piano 

  

S. Taneyev: Cantata At the Reading of the Psalm, Op. 36 

            Andrey Nemzer, countertenor 

            Festival Orchestra 

            Eric Kujawsky, conductor                 

  

S. Taneyev: Cantata Ioann Damaskin (West Coast premiere) 

S. Taneyev: Sunrise (West Coast premiere) 

            Festival Chorus & Orchestra 

            Irina Shachneva, conductor 

            

General admission is priced at $30 with discounted $20 tickets available for students with a valid ID. 

Free admission for children under the age of 12. Tickets are available for purchase through the 

Slavyanka Chorus website: http://www.slavyankachorus.org 

 

ABOUT SLAVYANKA 

Slavyanka is a 38-year-old San Francisco chorus specializing in Russian and Eastern European choral 

music, and taking its name from the old Russian name for Northern California’s Russian River. The 



chorus was formed in 1979 by a group of former Yale Russian Chorus members and others interested 

in singing Russian music. Since June 2012, Slavyanka has been led by Artistic Director Irina 

Shachneva. 

  

Slavyanka toured the Soviet Union in 1986 and 1989. During its first tour, it was the first American 

chorus ever invited to sing in Leningrad's (now St. Petersburg's) historic M.I. Glinka Kapella Hall, and 

over 900 Soviet choral musicians gave the group a standing ovation. During Slavyanka’s second tour 

the chorus performed sold-out concerts in Moscow, Kiev, Leningrad, and Vladimir. The group also 

participated in a wide variety of “people to people” and “choral exchange” concerts with choruses 

from the Soviet Union, and performed for Mikhail Gorbachev, then Premier of the Soviet Union, 

when he visited San Francisco in 1990. In 1986 and again in 1990, the chorus won the honor of 

performing at the Western Regional Convention of the American Choral Directors Association, where 

it received standing ovations. 

  

In 2016, Slavyanka was invited to help celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Tchaikovsky 

Conservatory in Moscow, the only American invited to do so. The Chorus rehearsed and sang with 

several outstanding Russian choirs and was received with standing ovations by enthusiastic audiences 

in Moscow and at St. Petersburg’s Glinka Kapella Hall. 

  

ABOUT IRINA SHACHNEVA 

Slavyanka Artistic Director Irina Shachneva has been a conductor, teacher, performer and manager for 

more than 25 years. She received her Bachelor of Music with Honor from the Penza Music College 

and a Master of Music from the Gorky (Nizhni Novgorod) State Conservatory. She founded and was 

the first Artistic Director of the Municipal Choral School, Rhapsodie, which has since become one of 

the largest children’s choral music schools in greater Moscow. She toured with her choirs in France, 

Bulgaria, Poland and Russia, and recorded a CD with them.  

After coming to the United States, Shachneva studied conducting with Tamara Brooks at the New 

England Conservatory of Music. She established the Boston Russian Chorus, and has been a guest 

conductor of the New England Conservatory Chorus, the Jordan Hall Festival Chorus, and the 

Plymouth Festival Chorus.  

  

In 2010 Shachneva founded and became the Artistic Director of the International Rachmaninoff 

Russian Music Festival in Boston. Its success led to a prestigious invitation to Russia, where she led 

the Festival Choir at an International Choral Festival celebrating the 450th anniversary of the famed 

St. Basil’s Cathedral on Red Square. In 2012 she also led the Second International Rachmaninoff 

Russian Music in Boston. She became Slavyanka's Artistic Director in June 2012, and since that time 



has led an International Choral Festival in San Francisco; led a performance of Rachmaninoff;s 

Vespers in Grace Cathedral; and led Slavyanka Chorus on a concert tour to Boston and a two week 

concert tour in Russia. 

  

KITKA is an American women’s vocal arts ensemble inspired by traditional songs and vocal 

techniques from Eastern Europe. Dedicated to developing new audiences for music rooted in Balkan, 

Slavic, and Caucasian women’s vocal traditions, KITKA also strives to expand the boundaries of folk 

song as a living and evolving expressive art form. KITKA’s activities include an Oakland-based home 

series of concerts and vocal workshops; regional, national, and international touring; programs in the 

schools; recording, publication, and broadcast projects; master artist residencies; commissioning; 

community service work; and adventuresome collaborations. More information is available 

at www.kitka.org/about. 

  

PAVA was founded by Juliana Svetlitchnaia, Russian singer and ethnomusicologist, in 2000 in 

Denmark. The ensemble became well respected for their unique authentic style and wide educational 

activity. PAVA’s CD was nominated for “The World Album of the Year” at the Danish World 

Awards (2005) and was used as a learning material in a number of schools of music in Moscow, 

Astrakhan and Altai. After moving to the United States in 2005, Juliana gathered together the second 

lineup of PAVA. The ensemble frequently performs at various Russian and multicultural events, as 

well as at schools and libraries. Notable performances abroad include the Winter Olympics in 

Vancouver, BC, where the ensemble represented the Russian community of the United States, and 

participation in Zeriab, the first postwar international music festival in Baghdad, Iraq, by invitation 

from the Iraqi Ministry of Culture.  Juliana Svetlitchnaia, the leader of PAVA, received "The Person 

of the Year" award from the Russian Cultural Center and the Russian Consulate General in Seattle 

(2008) and the Russel Jaqua Award for Artistic Excellence (2009). 

  

Appearing in museum-quality handmade regional costumes, Kostroma presents authentic renditions 

of folk songs and dances rarely heard outside of Russia's remote rural villages. It is directed by Tanya 

Teodorovich, and takes its name from the Russian pagan goddess of fertility and springtime renewal. 

Kostroma is the vocal ensemble of Russian House Kedry (Cedars), a nonprofit organization in the Bay 

Area dedicated to the development and support of linguistic and artistic traditions in households where 

Russian language is a part of family culture. Kedry's activities include organizing seasonal festivals 

rooted in old folk traditions, and teaching Russian-language classes for children in which traditional 

songs, circle games, and handcrafts are passed on. 

  

ISKRA Etno Vocal Group was founded in February 2017 by Gordana Mihajlovich, Spomenka 



Lovre, and several Serbian singing enthusiasts. Their mission is to help perpetuate not only Serbian, 

but also all Slavic and Balkan traditional music and culture, and to keep this heritage alive through 

performances and educational sessions. They rehearse in Saratoga at St. Archangel Michael Serbian 

Church. 

  

The all-volunteer Church of All Russian Saints Choir draws its members from within the 

Burlingame parish. Led by Andrei Roudenko, the singers range from high school students to veterans 

in their 80s. Past and present choir members from all walks of life lead the congregation in All-Night 

Vigil, Liturgy, Passion, Easter and other holiday services. Since 1952, twelve conductors have labored 

to maintain the centuries-old traditions of Russian Orthodox Church music with the Choir. In 2004, 

the Choir made its concert debut in Burlingame and subsequently has produced several CD and DVD 

recordings of its concerts. 

  

The fifty-voice Holy Virgin Cathedral Pontifical Choir sings at the Russian Orthodox Cathedral of 

the same name in San Francisco. Directed by Vladimir Krassovsky, the choir consists primarily of 

Russian singers whose parents have immigrated to the United States from Russia, China, and various 

European countries. It was formed into a well-tuned instrument by the artistry of Mikhail S. 

Konstantinov, an opera singer and conductor of a Cathedral Choir, the Symphony, and the Opera in 

Kiev.  The choir has sung many concerts in the Bay Area with such artists including Metropolitan 

Opera tenor Nicolai Gedda.  In 1979, Konstantinov turned over the choir to his young student 

Krassovsky, who has kept prominent the high quality of singing and artistry within the chorus.  

  

The Choir of St. Lawrence Orthodox Christian Church sings a full cycle of liturgical services at 

the parish in Felton, CA, near Santa Cruz. This largely American convert parish worships in English, 

but the choir, directed by Anne Schoepp and Alice Hughes, draws much of its repertoire from the 

beautiful, vast and deep Slavic spiritual music tradition. They are grateful for this opportunity to share 

this music with a wider audience at the Festival. 

  

Still in the early years of his career, countertenor Andrey Nemzer has already become distinguished 

for the unique size, flexibility, and range of his voice. A Winner of the 2012 Metropolitan Opera 

National Council Grand Finals, Nemzer returned to the Met stage in 2013-2014 to perform the role of 

the Guardian in R. Strauss’ Die Frau ohne Schatten, and also covered the role of Orlofsky in its new 

production of J. Strauss II’s Die Fledermaus. His 2013-2014 season engagements also included 

the Pittsburgh Symphony for Orff’s Carmina Burana. Nemzer covered the title role of Handel’s Giulio 

Cesare in a new production for the Metropolitan Opera, and joined the Rhode Island Philharmonic for 

Handel’s Messiah. The artist, who is a native of Moscow, recently completed studies for an Artist 



Diploma at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. Nemzer frequently collaborates with many vocal and 

instrumental ensembles of Russia, and he is the principal soloist of The Mendelssohn Choir of 

Pittsburgh. He was the winner of the 2011 Mildred Miller International Vocal Competition, a Second 

Prize winner of the 2012 Gerda Lissner Foundation Competition, and a prizewinner in the 

2010 Pittsburgh Baroque Competition. 

  

Donna Stoering is an internationally-renowned musician, and award-winning recording artist. She 

began giving public concerts as a pianist at the age of five, and first sang on television at the age of 

fifteen. A protégé of the late Sir George Solti, she has been Artist in Residence at Oxford University 

and toured the world as an Artistic Ambassador for both Great Britain and the USA, performing as 

concerto soloist with the major orchestras. She is also founder of the global music organization Listen 

for Life, a global family of music listeners, performers, educators, and producers, saving music 

cultures and restoring music as a unifying force for good worldwide. Listen for Life's outreach 

projects, live music adventures and global media channels make it possible for renowned musicians of 

all genres to share their gifts and promote peace through music as a cross-cultural channel of 

communication. 

  

Elena Stepanova-Gurevich started her singing career when she was 8 years old. From 1976 to 1986, 

she was the soloist with the famous Loktev Children Ensemble, performing songs for children and 

youth all over the former Soviet Union, making recordings, and performing on most stages in 

Moscow. She graduated from the State Institute of Theater Arts (GITIS) in Moscow, and received her 

Masters degree in 1991. She sang with the Moscow Musical Theater in performances of classic 

Russian operas, including “The Snow Maiden” and “The Tale of Tzar Saltan” by Rimsky-

Korsakov. In 1997 Elena moved to San Francisco Bay Area. She has performed with the Inna Chalis 

Opera Ensemble and San Francisco Community Music Center (where she sang the role of  First 

Lady in Magic Flute,  and Musetta in La Bohème ), and with the San Francisco Lyric Opera 

(Woglinde in Das Rheingold).  She has also given solo performances at San Francisco’s Russian 

Center, and at the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco. 

  

Eric Kujawsky established Redwood Symphony in 1985 after receiving his Doctorate in Conducting 

from Stanford in 1985. His teachers have included Samuel Krachmalnick, Paul Vermel and Andor 

Toth. He has performed with the Aspen Music Festival, several Bay Area orchestras and choruses, and 

with TheatreWorks in Palo Alto, Ramshead Productions at Stanford, and the Cañada College Drama 

Department. He made his Davies Symphony Hall debut with Redwood Symphony and the San 

Francisco Gay Men's Chorus in June of 1996. He has conducted all of the Mahler symphonies, and 

has presented many Bay Area and West Coast premieres, including works by Bernstein, Danny 



Elfman and Elvis Costello. 
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